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Overview 

This course is designed for students of Magister in English Education at the Open 
University. It deals with various theories and practices of assessment in English 

language teaching and learning, including assessment principles, assessment design, 
assessment for language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing), authentic 
assessment, assessment rubrics, and scoring interpretation. 

The Competence Standard of the course is that the students are expected to be 
able to design an assessment, to construct assessment tools, and to carry out student 
assessment for English as a foreign language. This Competence Standard is elaborated 
into 9 sub-competences, namely as follows.
1.	 Ability to define language assessment terms, identify trends in testing approaches, 

identify current issues in testing, and also ability to explain principles of language 
assessment.

2.	 Ability to construct various types of traditional tests, and distinguish teacher-
made assessment, standardized assessment, and standards-based assessment.

3.	 Ability to assess listening skill
4.	 Ability to assess speaking skill
5.	 Ability to assess reading skill
6.	 Ability to assess writing skill
7.	 Ability to assess language components, and to design alternative assessment
8.	 Ability tointerpret student scores
9.	 Ability to design classroom language assessment and standardized assessment

Each of these 9 sub-competences is written as one module. Therefore, there are 9 
modules for this 3-credit course. 

Magister students are required to learn all the 9 modules, including doing all the 
exercises and formative tests in each module. It is advised that students learn in groups 
so that they can discuss when they face difficulties. However, if students still have 
problems, they may contact the tutor of this course at the Open University.

This assessment course is very important because it is part of teaching and 
learning activities. We know the progress and achievement of student learning through 
assessment. We can create a good assessment if we have the knowledge and skill of how 
to construct a good assessment.
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